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GuidelinesissuedinpresenceofUnionHRDMinister

NewDelhi

29thApril,2020

In view ofCovid-19 pandemic and subsequentlockdown,the University Grants
Commission constituted an Expert Committee to deliberate and make
recommendations on the issues related to the Examinations and the Academic
Calendartoavoidacademiclossandtakeappropriatemeasuresforthefutureof
students.

TheExpertCommitteewasheadedbyProf.R.C.Kuhad,FormerMember,UGCand
ViceChancellor,CentralUniversityofHaryana,Mahendergarh,Haryanaalongwith
othermembers.

The Commission atits meeting held on 27.4.2020 accepted the Reportofthe
CommitteeandapprovedtheGuidelinesonExaminationsandAcademicCalendar.

TheseUGC guidelinesonExaminationsandAcademicCalendarfortheUniversitiesinViewof
COVID-19 Pandemic and SubsequentLockdown were issued in presence ofUnion HRD
MinisterShriRameshPokhriyal'Nishank'inNew Delhitoday.Secretary, HigherEducation,
MHRD ShriAmitKhareandseniorofficialsoftheMinistryandUGC werepresentonthe
occasion.

ThefollowingarethemainrecommendationsintheguidelinesissuedbyUGCtoday

1.IntermediateSemesterStudents:Willbegradedbasedoninternalassessmentofthe
presentandprevioussemester.InstateswheretheCOVID-19situationhasnormalized,there
willbeexamsinthemonthofJuly.

2.TerminalSemesterStudents:examswillbeheldinthemonthofJuly.

3.ACOVID-19cellwillbeconstitutedineveryuniversitywhichwillbeempoweredtosolvethe
issuesofstudentsrelatedtoacademiccalendarandexaminations.

4.ACOVID-19cellintheUGCtobecreatedforfasterdecisionmaking.

ThehighlightsoftheGuidelinesareasunder:

Guidelinesareadvisoryinnature.

Universitymaychartoutitsownplanofactiontakingintoconsiderationthe
issuespertainingtoCOVID–19Pandemic

EnsureSocialDistancing.

EXAMINATIONS

Universities may adoptalternative and simplified modes and methods of
examinationstocompletetheprocessinshorterperiodoftime.



Universitiesmayadoptefficientand innovative modesofexaminationsby
reducingthetimefrom 3hoursto2hours.

UniversitiesmayconductTerminal/IntermediateSemester/Yearexaminations
inoffline/onlinemode,aspertheirOrdinances/RulesandRegulations,Scheme
ofExaminations,observingtheguidelinesof“socialdistancing”andkeepingin
viewthesupportsystem availablewiththem andensuringfairopportunitytoall
students.

Terminalsemester/yearexaminationsforPG/UGcourses/programmesmay
beconductedbyuniversitiesassuggestedintheacademiccalendar.Thetiming
oftheexaminationmaybeconsideredappropriatelybytheuniversities,and
examination maybe conducted keeping in mind the guidelines of“social
distancing”.

For intermediate semester/year students,the universities may conduct

examinations,aftermaking a comprehensive assessmentoftheirlevelof

preparedness,residentialstatusofthestudents,statusofCOVID-19pandemic

spreadindifferentregions/stateandotherfactors.

IncasethesituationdoesnotappeartobenormalinviewofCOVID-19,inorder

tomaintain“socialdistancing”,safetyandhealthofthestudents,gradingofthe

studentscouldbecompositeof50% marksonthebasisofthepatternof

internalevaluationadoptedbytheuniversitiesandtheremaining50%markscan

beawardedonthebasisofperformanceinprevioussemesteronly(ifavailable).

Theinternalevaluationcanbecontinuousevaluation,prelims,mid-semester,

internalevaluationorwhatevernameisgivenforstudentprogression.

In thesituationswhereprevioussemesterorpreviousyearmarksarenot

available,particularlyinthefirstyearofannualpatternofexaminations,100%

evaluationmaybedoneonthebasisofinternalassessments.

Ifthestudentwishestoimprovethegrades,he/shemayappearinspecial

examsforsuchsubjectsduringnextsemester.

Thisprovisionforintermediatesemesterexaminationsisonlyforthecurrent

academicsession(2019-20)inview ofCOVID-19pandemic,whilemaintaining

safety and health of allthe stakeholders and sanctity and quality of

examinations.

Periodoflockdownmaybetreatedas‘deemedto beattended’byallthe
students/researchscholars.

Adoptappropriate strategies to facilitate the UG/ PG students pursuing
Projects/Dissertations.Universities mayconsiderto assign review-based/



secondarydata-basedprojectsorsoftware-drivenprojects,insteadoflaboratory
-basedexperimentsorfield/survey-basedassignmentstothesestudents.

The universities may conductthe practicalexaminations and Viva-Voce
ExaminationsthroughSkypeorothermeetingapps,andincaseofintermediate
semesters,thepracticalexaminationsmaybeconductedduringtheensuing
semesters.

TheuniversitiesmayconductthePh.D.andM.Phil.Viva-VoceExaminations
throughVideoConferencingusingGoogle,Skype,MicrosoftTechnologiesorany
otherreliableandmutuallyconvenienttechnology.

ExtensionofsixmonthsperiodtotheM.Phil.orPh.D.students.

EveryUniversityshallestablishacellforhandlingstudentgrievancesrelatedto
examinationsandacademicactivitiesduringCOVID-19pandemicandnotify
effectivelytothestudents.

TheUGCwillestablishaHelpLineformonitoringstudentgrievancesrelatedto
examinationsandacademicactivitiesduringCOVID-19pandemic.

ACADEMICCALENDAR

Thefollowingcalendarissuggestedfortheacademicsession2019-2020:

TheAcademicCalendarissuggestiveinnature.Theuniversitiesmay
adopt/adaptitaftermakingacomprehensiveassessmentoftheirlevel
ofpreparedness,residentialstatusofthestudents,statusofCOVID-19
pandemicspreadintheircity/region/stateandotherfactors.

StartofEvenSemester 01.01.2020

SuspensionofClasses 16.03.2020

Continuation ofTeaching-Learning through various

modessuchasOnlineLearning/DistanceLearning/

SocialMedia(WhatsApp/YouTube)/E-mails/Video

Conferencing / Mobile Apps / SWAYAMPRABHA

ChannelsonDTHetc.

16.03.2020to31.05.2020

FinalisationofDissertation/ProjectWork/Internship

Reports/ E-labs/ Completion of Syllabus/ Internal

Assessment/Assignment/StudentsPlacementDrive

etc.

01.06.2020to15.06.2020

SummerVacations
# 16.06.2020to30.06.2020

ConductofExaminations:

TerminalSemester/Year

IntermediateSemester/Year

01.07.2020to15.07.2020

16.07.2020to31.07.2020



EvaluationandDeclarationofResult:

TerminalSemester/Year

IntermediateSemester/Year

31.07.2020

14.08.2020

#
-Ifsituationsodemands,theuniversitiescanhaveSummerVacationsfor30days

from 01-06-2020 to 30-06-2020.In thatcasetheteaching-learning through
variousmodescanbeheldupto15-05-2020andsubsequentlyFinalizationof
Dissertationetc.maybecompletedfrom 16-05-2020to31-05-2020.

2. The Academic Session 2020-21 may commence from 01.8.2020 forold
studentsandfrom 01.09.2020forfreshstudents.

Thefollowingcalendarissuggestedfortheacademicsession2020-2021:

AdmissionProcess 01.08.2020to31.08.2020

CommencementofClasses

Studentsof2nd/3rdyear

Freshbatch(FirstSemester/Year)

01.08.2020

01.09.2020

ConductofExaminations 01.01.2021to25.01.2021

CommencementofClassesforEvenSemester 27.01.2021

DispersalofClasses 25.05.2021

ConductofExaminations 26.05.2021to25.06.2021

SummerVacations 01.07.2021to30.07.2021

CommencementofNextAcademicSession 02.08.2021

SomeGeneralGuidelines

1. Universitiesmayfollowa6-dayweekpattern.

2. Studentsbegivenexposuretolaboratoryassignments/practicalexperiments
throughvirtuallaboratories,sharingoftherecordedvisualsoflaboratorywork
anddigitalresourcesavailableforthepurpose.

3. LinkprovidedbyMHRD forvirtuallaboratoriestofacilitatethestudentsof
science/engineering/technology streams may also be suitable forsuch
purposes.

4. Developvirtualclassroom andvideoconferencingfacilityandallteachingstaff
shouldbetrainedwiththeuseofthetechnology.

5. Universitiesshouldpreparee-content/e-labexperimentsanduploadontheir
websites.

6. Strengthenthemechanism ofmentor-menteecounselling.

7. UniversitiesmaydeviseaproformatorecordtheTravel/Stayhistoryofthestaff
andstudentsfortheperiodwhentheywereawayfrom theuniversitydueto



lockdown.

8. FacultyshouldbeadequatelytrainedfortheuseofICTandonlineteachingtools,
sothattheycompleteabout25% ofthesyllabusthroughonlineteachingand
75%syllabusthroughfacetofaceteaching.

Note

Inviewofpresentscenarioandfutureuncertainties

Universitiesmayadopt/adaptandimplementtheseGuidelinesinatransparent
mannerbymakingalterations/additions/modifications/amendmentstodeal
with particularsituation(s)in the bestinterestof students,educational
institutionandtheentireeducationsystem,

Universitymayadoptalternativemodesofadmissionprocess,ifotherwise
legallytenable.

EducationalinstitutionslocatedatplaceswheretheGovernment(Centre/State)
haveimposedrestrictionsongatheringofpublic,theinstitutionsmayplan
accordingly.

Inanycase,therecommendationsshallnotcauseanyrestrictionsonthe
guidelines/directions issued by the appropriate Government/competent
authority.

******

NB/AKJ/AK


